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to rely on them for support against the Papal claims, as may be
seen from his quotation of Tudeschi to Cajetan, his appeal to a
General Council (November 1518), and his Thirteenth Thesis
against Eck before the Disputation at Leipzig: 'That the Roman
Church is superior to all others is proved from the most futile
decrees of Roman Pontiffs, all produced during the last 400
years; against them are the histories approved for 1,100 years, the
text of Sacred Scripture and the decree of the Council of Nicea,
most hallowed of all Councils.'1 But there is no evidence that he
was willing to defend the authority of General Councils as such,
apart from this conformity with the Scriptures. The Disputation
at Leipzig showed him that his conceptions of the authority of
Scripture involved the denial of the authority of General Councils.
He had not come to Leipzig, clearly, with any intention of making
this denial, and it was the dexterity of Eck which extorted it from
him, but it followed inevitably from his views, and its necessity
could not have remained obscure to him much longer. The
Disputation as a whole showed that Eck, appreciating the fact
that the core of the dispute between Luther and the Pope lay in
the question of authority, had intended to press Luther very hard
on the point. His success in doing so enabled him. to score an
argumentative victory, since his opponent was drawn into making
admissions that he had never thought to make. But after that,
there was no going back on his words, for Luther and he had no
difficulty in finding out that he had really meant them.
We can see this from his immediately subsequent writings. At
first he did not think it necessary to reply in person to the un-
gainly attack of the Leipziger Alveld in April 1520 (so ungainly
that his own monastery tried to have him forbidden to publish
anything more on questions of faith), but when a version of it
appeared in German, and so was liable to mislead the uninstructed,
lie took the opportunity of stating in literary form his considered
opinion of the Papal claims in the von dem Bapstum tzu Rom:
widder den hochberumpten Romanisten zu Leipt&k. Alveld had under-
taken to prove from the Canon of Scripture that the Pope pos-
sessed divine right, but Luther points out that he had in fact used
many arguments based wholly on human reason, and ca scholar
ought to have been on his guard against such ineptitude, and to
have establishes the work or ordinances of God with the Scrip-
ture, not with human analogies and worldly reason'.2 He allows
himself, despite the point that he has made, to meet Alveld on his
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